1 PATHFINDER SQUADRON (PROVISIONAL)
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1 Pathfinder Squadron (Provisional)
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The 1st Pathfinder Squadron (Provisional) was formed at Andrews Field in February 1944 and
equipped with B-26s, carrying the Oboe radio transponder blind-bombing device. When the unit
was formed the squadron consisted of 14 aircraft. The squadron was attached to the 322nd
Bombardment Group, but provided bad weather leads for all IX Ninth Bombing Command groups.
The first B-26 night mission was flown by the 1st Pathfinder Squadron on the night of 1 June 1944
when three B-26's bombed gun positions at St Marie au Bois, France. This was purely a Pathfinder
mission and no other unit participated. At the end of hostilities the squadron strength was 36 B-
26's.
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